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The Red River “Flood of 2015” in northwest Louisiana 
caused flooding and damage to residences, agriculture and 
businesses along the river in populated and rural Bossier and 

Caddo Parishes as the river rose from a normal 14 feet to more than 
37 feet this past spring and early summer.  
 In Bossier Parish, some 100 homes were either flooded or 
impacted by the high waters, another 50 cabins at a marina were 
flooded, and numerous stranded vehicles and heavy equipment 
took on water.  About 2,000 livestock had to be evacuated to higher 
ground, including 65 head of cattle that had to be moved across a 
busy 4-lane highway, and countless acres of cropland were damaged 
due to the flooding.  Nearly 310,000 sand bags were filled primarily 
by Bossier Parish inmates and Louisiana National Guard Soldiers to 
fight the flooding in Bossier Parish.  
 “The Red River flooding took its toll on our residents and their 
properties, but fortunately, no lives were lost,” said Bossier Sheriff 
Julian Whittington.  “Public safety remained our number one goal 
during the ordeal, and our deputies and entire team did a phenomenal 
job.  The flood was also our first large-scale emergency operations 
under our newly-formed Bossier Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness.”

 

Sheriff Whittington, Bossier City Mayor Lo Walker, and officials 
from the Bossier Parish Police Jury met at BOHSEP with other 
local and state agencies, gaming officials and utility companies on 
May 27 to discuss emergency planning for the projected crest of the 
Red River of 33 feet on June 5.  “We wanted to establish early on 
that our emergency response team was well-equipped and ready to 
lead during this upcoming crisis,” said Sheriff Whittington.  “Our 
residents were counting on us to deliver, and it is times like these that 
test your public service roles.”  
 As of late May, the river was still below flood stage (30 feet) at 
around 28 feet.  Based on that information provided by the National 
Weather Service, Sheriff Whittington and officials anticipated 
some flooding along the Red River as well backwater flooding in 
tributaries and bayous that feed the river and urged residents to take 
necessary precautions.  However, things started to change quickly.
 “Just two days later, the National Weather Service increased the 
crest to 34 feet on June 6,” said Sheriff Whittington.  That prediction 
would be similar to conditions seen in the flood in 1990, which saw 
a 34.50 crest.

Red River Flood Fight Put Bossier Parish 
Emergency Preparedness to the Test

by Lt. Bill Davis, Public Information Officer, Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office

Despite preparations to keep floodwater out, including 20,000 sandbags, 
about four feet of water entered the Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office’s 
Arthur Ray Teague Parkway Substation during the Flood of 2015.

Caddo Parish Sheriff Steve Prator is interviewed by The Weather 
Channel amidst the Red River Flood waters. For more on the “Flood 
of 2015” and its impact on Caddo Parish, see page 11. continued on page 10
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Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program 
Chairman Greg Champagne, St. Charles Parish 
Sheriff, announced that seventy-one  graduating high 

school seniors have been awarded scholarships provided by 
the Sheriffs’ Scholarship Program for the 2015 academic 
school year.
 Sheriffs’ scholarships, worth $500 each, are made 
possible by the citizen members of the Louisiana Sheriffs’ 

Honorary Membership Program. They are awarded to 
students from each parish where the sheriff is affiliated 
with the Program. While some sheriffs divide the $500 
scholarship into two, $250 scholarships, other sheriffs 
enhance scholarship benefits to larger denominations with 
funds they provide themselves.
 To obtain information about the Louisiana Sheriffs’ 
Scholarship Program, contact your local Sheriff ’s Office.

Sheriffs’ Educational Scholarship Recipients Announced
by Lauren Labbé Meher

Your local sheriff will be happy to provide information regarding the 2015 Louisiana Sheriffs’ Scholarship Program.
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Lincoln Parish Sheriff Mike Stone has been elected 
president of the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association for the 
2015-2016 term, succeeding Sheriff Mike Waguespack, 

according to Michael Ranatza, Executive Director of the LSA.  
Sheriff Stone will lead the Association’s sixty-four chief law 
enforcement officers and 14,000 deputies. 
 Sheriff Stone’s installation, along with the election and 
installation of the Association’s Executive Board and Committee, 
occurred on July 20, 2015 during the LSA’s Annual Sheriffs’ 
and Wardens’ Training Conference.  During the conference, 
the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program also 
recognized Jefferson Parish Sheriff Newell Normand, and 
Iberville Parish Sheriff Brett Stassi for their performances in 
the 2015 Acquisition and Renewal Campaign. Sheriff Normand 
holds the distinction of generating the highest parish revenue 
in this year’s campaign, and Sheriff Stassi received the highest 
percentage response rate.  Attorney General Buddy Caldwell 
presided over the installation ceremonies. The three-day 
conference consisted of business meetings, legislative updates, 
and training sessions.  
 Sheriff Stone and the Association’s newly elected officers 
and board members will serve until July 2016, and they include:

President Sheriff Mike Stone Lincoln Parish
1st Vice President Sheriff Sid Gautreaux East Baton Rouge Parish
2nd Vice President Sheriff Mike Couvillon Vermilion Parish
Secretary Treasurer Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle DeSoto Parish
Sergeant-at-Arms Sheriff Craig Webre Lafourche Parish

1st District Newell Normand Jefferson Parish
1st District Alternate Sheriff Jack Strain Jr. St. Tammany Parish

2nd District Sheriff Marlin Gusman Orleans Parish

3rd District Sheriff Louis Ackal Iberia Parish
3rd District Alternate Sheriff James Pohlmann St. Bernard Parish

4th District Sheriff Ronny Richardson Sabine Parish
4th District Alternate Sheriff Julian Whittington Bossier Parish

5th District Sheriff Jay Russell Ouachita Parish
5th District Alternate Sheriff Wydette Williams East Carroll Parish

6th District Sheriff Cranford Jordan Winn Parish
6th District Alternate Sheriff Steven McCain Grant Parish

7th District Sheriff Jason Ard Livingston Parish
7th District Alternate Sheriff Randy Seal Washington Parish

8th District Sheriff Doug Hebert Allen Parish
8th District Alternate Sheriff Ivy Woods Jefferson Davis Parish

9th District Sheriff Bobby Guidroz St. Landry Parish
9th District Alternate Sheriff Brett Stassi Iberville Parish

Ex-Officio Member Sheriff Mike Waguespack Assumption Parish

Sheriffs Elect 2015-2016 Board at Annual Meeting
by Lauren Labbé Meher

Sheriff Willy Martin, Jr. was 
honored at the 30th Annual 
CrimeStoppers Luncheon 

in New Orleans as the recipient 
of the Harry Lee Criminal 
Justice Lifetime Achievement 
Award.  This award is presented 
annually to individuals who have 
served above and beyond the 
call of duty during their careers.  
Sheriff Martin was presented this 
honor for the effort put forth 
during the Talaija Dorsey case.  
When twelve year old Talaija 
Dorsey was reported missing 
from her residence in St. James 
Parish, Sheriff Martin, the men 
and women of the St. James 
Parish Sheriff ’s Office, and 
numerous surrounding law enforcement agencies conducted and 
extensive search for Talaija.  During the entire search efforts for 

Talaija, Sheriff Martin worked 
tirelessly.  From coordinating 
search efforts to personally 
assisting in searches, Sheriff 
Martin never gave up hope to 
finding Talaija safe.   Sadly, 
that search ended at 10:20 a.m. 
on July 6th, 2014 when Sheriff 
Martin personally discovered 
Talaija’s body near a drainage 
canal on a secluded section of 
Highway 3127 in St. James 
Parish.  Efforts quickly changed 
from searching for Talaija to 
finding and arresting her killer.  
The investigation resulted in an 
individual being arrested and 
charged for the murder of Talaija.  
During his acceptance speech at 

the luncheon, Sheriff Martin honored the memory of Talaija by 
accepting the award in her memory.

St. James Parish Sheriff Willy Martin Jr.  
Receives the Harry Lee Criminal Justice  

Lifetime Achievement Award
by Major Sid Berthelot, St. James Parish Sheriff’s Office

Pictured with Sheriff Martin from left to right are: Darlene 
Cusanza, President and CEO of CrimeStoppers and Cynthia Lee 
Sheng, daughter of Sheriff Harry Lee and Councilwoman of 
Jefferson Parish District 5.
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First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt said, “Our own success, to 
be real, must contribute to the success of others.” Lincoln 
Parish Sheriff Mike Stone exemplifies this sentiment in his 

commitment of service to his community, and to the fellow sheriffs 
he leads as current president of the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.
 Stone was born and raised in Ruston, Louisiana, where he 
developed an early awareness about what it means to serve in law 
enforcement by watching his father. As a young boy during simpler 
times, Stone would often ride along with his father while he was on 
patrol.  His father, who was in law enforcement for over 25 years, 
suggested, if he ever go into law enforcement, he become a deputy 
sheriff because they are the closest to the public, and capable of 
providing close, personal service.  These times and conversations 
with his father were undoubtedly influential, as he followed in his 
father’s footsteps and attributed whatever successes he has had thus 
far to him and to his beloved mother who passed away last year.
 Sheriff Stone was initially hired as a midnight dispatcher, but he 
eventually gained experience in working all aspects of the Lincoln 
Parish Sheriff’s Office. He became the first jailor in Lincoln Parish 
history, he spent over 12 years as a patrol deputy, he worked in 
the civil department assisting with court and civil papers, and he 
became the first juvenile officer in Lincoln Parish. 
 During his first fourteen years at the sheriff’s office, Sheriff 
Stone was continually expanding his education He earned two 
degrees: one in Criminal Justice at Louisiana Tech; and a Political 
Science degree from Grambling University. He also completed 
his POST certification training in Monroe, and attended the F.B.I. 
Academy in Washington, D.C.
 In 1990 Lincoln Parish Sheriff Wayne Houck invited Sheriff 
Stone and Tony Cox to become the first D.A.R.E. officers in 
Lincoln Parish.  This was the beginning of a strengthening 
partnership between Stone and Cox, who worked together for nine 
years until Cox passed away suddenly at age 38. Stone described 
his friendship with Cox as “More than just a working relationship, 
it was like a brotherhood.” In addition to his parents, Sheriff Stone 
attributes his success to his lifelong friend.
 Stone continued to expand the popular D.A.R.E. program 
in Lincoln Parish, holding a celebration each year for D.A.R.E. 
graduates. The program garnered support from the business 
community, who donated bikes, TVs and various door prizes to 
enhance the D.A.R.E. celebration.
 Stone upheld that position until he became Sheriff in 2003. On 
becoming sheriff, Stone said, “It is a tremendous honor, when the 
people of your parish entrust you with protecting them, and taking 
care of their needs. It is something I do not take for granted, and I 
strive to give them the best service we can give them.” The people 
of Lincoln Parish continue to put their trust in Sheriff Stone, who 
was reelected for his fourth term in 2015.
 As Sheriff, Stone began to address the problems the parish was 
facing. Like most other parishes, drug abuse was one of the most 
pressing issues. Sheriff Stone re-established the Lincoln Parish 
Task Force to address this problem head on.
 Another area that Sheriff Stone wanted to assist in was to increase the 
sheriff’s office’s partnership with local schools. Sheriff Stone wanted 

to ensure that the students in Lincoln 
Parish are in the best environment 
possible for them to succeed. A School 
Resource Officer Program was started 
and Lincoln Parish now has a School 
Resource Officer in every high school 
and junior high in the parish including 
one private school. This helps provide 
a safe environment for students to 
learn in, and also allows students to see 
law enforcement in a positive light on a regular basis.
 Another division that Sheriff Stone wanted to further develop 
was Community Services. The Lincoln Parish Sheriff’s Office now 
helps look after its Senior Citizens through a program Called “How 
R U?” which sends a recorded call to seniors from the Sheriff, and 
if no connection is made a deputy  is sent out to check on them. 
Stone also holds an annual “Senior Expo” which involves not 
only Lincoln Parish senior citizens, but also the entire community 
coming together to show their support. With guest speakers, live 
music, entertainment, and local business support, usually 500-600 
people look forward to this event each year.
 Under Sheriff Stone’s leadership the Lincoln Parish Sheriff’s 
Office has built a new facility, the Lincoln Parish Public Safety 
Complex. Sheriff Stone said, “This new state-of-the-art facility is a 
source of pride for all of our citizens as we strive to provide Lincoln 
Parish with the most current and innovative law enforcement 
practices.”  Since its opening the Complex has hosted many federal, 
sate, and local law enforcement trainings with officers from 
Louisiana, and several surrounding states. Future plans include 
opening a “Kids Safety Town” on part of the remaining 18 acres. 
The goal of Safety Town would be to have law enforcement officers 
provide safety training in life-like situations to children in twelve 
surrounding parishes.
 Sheriff Stone is the second Sheriff from Lincoln Parish to be 
elected President of the LSA. Sheriff Stone’s main goal during his 
tenure of sheriff is to preserve the office of sheriff as chief law 
enforcement officer.  He plans to do so through implementing a 
statewide multi-media campaign promoting the office of sheriff, 
developing literature on uniform procedures or “best practices” for 
sheriffs, and improving communication between sheriffs through 
teleconferencing. Ultimately, Sheriff Stone says, “I would be 
remiss if I didn’t say thanks to God almighty for the blessings he 
has given me to be able to serve. My job as president is to not to be 
the ‘top dog,’ but to be the servant of all Sheriffs, listening to their 
individual needs and bringing their voices to be heard.”
 In addition to his role as President of the Louisiana Sheriffs’ 
Association, Stone serves as Chairman of the Association’s TRIAD 
elderly services committee, and serves on its Finance, Insurance 
Advisory, and Technology Committees.
 Whether its serving his fellow sheriffs, or the Lincoln Parish 
Community, Sheriff Stone’s mission to focus on helping others find 
success, and bringing out the best in those around him, has clearly 
brought out the best in him as a fourth-term Sheriff for Lincoln 
Parish, and the 70th president of the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.

Sheriff Mike Stone 
Lincoln Parish Sheriff  

Louisiana Sheriffs’ 
Association 2015-2016

A Profile
Sheriff Mike Stone

by Lauren Labbé Meher
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East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sid 
Gautreaux received the prestigious 
Brotherhood Sisterhood Award 

from 100 Black men and Forum 35 this 
May. The award is given to those in the 
Baton Rouge community that have worked 
to eliminate bias, bigotry and racism 
across ethnic, gender and religious lines.
  “We are all aware that the Baton 
Rouge community has not experienced 
some of the high-profile situations 
which other parts of the country have 
experienced,” John F. Smith Co-chair of 
the award said. “This is, in part, due to 
the progress made and the relationships 
fostered by current and past Brotherhood 
Sisterhood honorees.”
 “I am so honored and humbled by 
this award,” Sheriff Sid Gautreaux said. “ I’ve gone to great 
lengths to make sure that I have a department that is representative 
of the community in which we serve. I tell my deputies that 
when working with other law enforcement agencies, it does not 

matter the shape or the color of your 
badge, we are all working toward the 
same goal. I think the same can be said of 
people. It does not matter you race, creed, 
gender, financial background- whatever- 
we should treat all people the same. I 
live by that. Just like my deputies, I look 
at what’s in a person’s heart to define 
them, and nothing else. I hope that I 
have exemplified that to this community, 
because now more than ever we all need 
to come together for the common goal of 
peace against violence in our community.”
  The Brotherhood Sisterhood Award, 
which began in 1963, recognizes 
individuals in the community who have 
devoted their professional, philanthropic, 
and volunteer capacities to humanitarian 

service.  In advancing the mission of joining hands across racial, 
socioeconomic, ethnic, and religious lines, the honorees of the 
Brotherhood Sisterhood Award have worked to break down the 
barriers that divide our community.

East Baton Rouge Sheriff Sid Gautreaux  
Receives Brotherhood Sisterhood Award

by Casey Rayborn Hicks, Public Information Officer, East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office

The Department of Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Charles 
Johnson presented the 2015 DHS Secretary’s Award for 
Valor to Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant Heather 

Sylve & 11 other outstanding individuals.  “The Secretary’s Award 
for Valor is the highest honor to recognize those who have put 
others before themselves, integrity and duty above all else,” said 
Secretary Johnson. “Like so many others at the 
Department who preserve our freedoms and 
protect the Homeland with integrity and respect, 
the Valor awardees performed well beyond what 
is expected, responding in extraordinary action 
to help another in need.”
 On March 20, 2015, a deranged man 
armed with wasp spray, a machete, and a 
backpack full of Molotov cocktails stormed 
the Louis Armstrong International Airport in 
New Orleans. As he attempted to force his way 
through the TSA checkpoint, he wielded the 
machete at bystanders, including Supervisory 
Transportation Security Officer (TSO) Carol 
Richel and her coworkers. While running to 
distract the attacker, she was grazed by a bullet. 
Even while bleeding from her injury, she got 
up, picked up her radio and went back to secure 
her post. After receiving medical treatment, she 

came back to work the very next day. Witnessing the incident was 
JPSO Lieutenant Heather Sylve, who responded immediately. 
Within seconds, she fired three shots that stopped the man who 
was inches away from striking TSO Richel with the machete. 
Lieutenant Sylve probably not only saved TSO Richel’s life, but 
stopped the man from inflicting catastrophic damage.

Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Deputy  
Receives Homeland Security Valor Award

by Sheriff Newell Normand, Jefferson Parish

East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sid Gautreaux 
receives the prestigious Brotherhood Sisterhood 
Award from Michael Victorian, President of 100 
Black Men of Metro Baton Rouge.

Jefferson Parish Lieutenant Heather Sylve (wearing Garrison hat) is pictured with 11 
other recipients of the Department of Homeland Security Secretary’s Award for Valor.
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This past Spring, Sheriff 
William Earl Hilton 
was presented the 

Louisiana National Guard 
Minute Man Award by Major 
General Glenn H. Curtis for 
his service in the Louisiana 
National Guard and his 
continued support of the 
Guard as Sheriff of Rapides 
Parish.  During the ceremony 
at the CENLA Shrine Club, 
Sheriff Hilton and his staff 
extended their appreciation to 
the Louisiana National Guard 
and soldiers from Ft. Polk for 
their assistance in obtaining 
some surplus equipment for 
the Sheriff’s Office.  This 
equipment will be used in the events of a weather related disaster 
or an armed standoff that would require an armored vehicle. The 
Sheriff’s Office has acquired two humvees to be used in search 

and rescue or high water and 
debris littered areas where 
normal patrol vehicles could 
not go.  The MRAP will be 
used in a wounded civilian/
officer rescue and any other 
event that an armored vehicle 
is needed.
 “We just wanted to 
thank them (the Guard and 
soldiers from Fort Polk) for 
their assistance in procuring 
this equipment.  This 
equipment can be a literal 
lifesaver in some situations 
we encounter.  So many 
instances we have needed this 
type of equipment and we did 
not have it.  Hopefully, we 

will never get into another incident where we would have to go in 
with that big piece of equipment, but we have it, I’m proud of it, 
I’m glad we have it,” said Sheriff Hilton.

Rapides Parish Sheriff Hilton Receives Minute Man 
Award from the Louisiana National Guard

by Lt. Tommy Carnline, Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Office

Major General Curtis presents Rapides Parish Sheriff William Earl Hilton with 
the Minute Man award. Sheriff Hilton is flanked by his grandson, Slade Hilton 
and Retired Major General Bennett Landreneau.

An informed public is an empowered public. Residents 
who know the activity in their community are important 
in detouring and solving crime. It is through this belief 

that St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg Champagne has developed 
a comprehensive communication strategy that keeps residents 
informed. 
 Sheriff Champagne has taken this outreach to a new level with 
a monthly news and information program about crime trends and 
other public safety information. The program, “Inside SCSO”, is 

done in partnership with the St. Charles Parish School System’s 
Advanced TV Broadcasting Program. These 30-minute monthly 
episodes run three times daily on the parish’s public service cable 
TV channels. The shows and each segment are posted online so 
they can be distributed by social media, including Facebook and 
Twitter, ensuring that the message will be available, today and in 
the future. 
 Since taking office in 1996, Sheriff Champagne has produced 
an annual publication and has a strong social media presence 

where he focuses on crime reporting, crime prevention tips 
and information about Sheriff’s Office’s activities.
 Recent segments include Most Wanted, Information 
Needed, synthetic marijuana, how use of home camera 
systems to help solve crimes in your neighborhood and 
boating safety, traffic safety, policing Mardi Gras, Leadership 
Training, recruiting and more.
 High School students shoot studio interview segments 
for each episodes in a studio operated by the school system. 
The script and topics are provided by the Sheriff’s Office, 
while student editors put the program together and do much 
of the editing.
 While the Sheriff’s Office is fortunate to have the use of 
a production studio and student help, some of the segments 
are produced in-house the Sheriff’s Special Services Division.
 Episodes and each segment, as well as crime prevention 
videos, can be accessed online at http://vimeo.com/
stcharlesparishsheriff.

St. Charles Parish Uses Television to Empower Community
by Capt. Patrick Yoes, Public Information Officer, St. Charles Parish Sheriff’s Office

On set in the St. Charles Parish Public Schools Satellite Center production 
studio, Sheriff Greg Champagne right and Captain Patrick Yoes prepare 
for the filming on another episode of Inside SCSO, a monthly 30 minute 
television program that airs daily on local government access channels and 
through social media.
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If there are any all-important 
values that we as a society 
can teach our children, it’s to 

treat their fellow human beings 
with respect and not make bad life 
choices.
 On January 12, 2016, Sheriff 
Steven McCain and the Grant 
Parish Sheriff ’s Office teamed 
with the Grant Parish School 
Board along with the organization 
KidsMatter2 to hold KidsMatter2 Day, a first-time event aimed 
at helping students possibly headed down the wrong road.  The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth served as the site of the occasion, 
and GPSO’s cooking team supplied the students with lunch.
 Students from across Grant Parish’s schools were chosen for 
the event as a reward due to their achievements in school.  The day 

served as a recreational experience 
for students; activities included 
team building and communication 
exercise, zip lining, archery, and 
learning basic outdoor skills. 
 Gary Ray, who taught the 
outdoor exercise, hoped the 
students would use what they 
learned as motivation to enjoy 
nature more.  
 Sheriff McCain told the 

students that the point of the day’s activities was to teach 
them, among other lessons, how to work together with others. 
“Additionally, we talked about courage and inner strength.” Sheriff 
McCain was pleased that although at first many of the children 
were afraid of heights, by the end of the day almost every child 
completed the exercise.

Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard’s heart was touched the day he found out a close family 
friend was diagnosed with Leukemia.  Sheriff Ard’s son Toby’s friend, Monroe Lockart, was 
diagnosed at the young age of 16.  That diagnosis was devastating to Monroe, to his family, 

and to all those who know and love him.  That diagnosis came over two years ago.  Now, Monroe, 
with the help of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, is in remission and well on his way to a full 
recovery.  Monroe and his family were so touched at the outpouring of support from those at St. Jude, 
they were desperate to give back.  One of the people they turned to was Sheriff Jason Ard.  Sheriff 
Ard was willing to give back and with much planning and preparation, he hosted a golf tournament 
titled ‘Chippin In for St. Jude’.  The goal was to raise as much money as possible to give back to St. 
Jude so that other families could be helped too.  The support was overwhelming. The golf tournament 
raised over $95,000.00, and donations are still coming in. The plan is to make this golf tournament an 
annual event.  Sheriff Ard would like to thank everyone who “chipped in” for St. Jude!

Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office Hosts KidsMatter2 Day
by Sheriff Steven McCain, Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office

Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard  
Hosts St. Jude Golf Tournament

by Lori Steele, Public Information Officer, Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office

St. Jude patient Monroe Lockhart 
and Livingston Parish Sheriff 
Jason Ard at the Chippin’ In for 
St. Jude golf tournament

Grant Parish students selected to participate in the KidsMatter2 
Day zipline on the second longest zip line in Louisiana.

Located just off of U. S. Hwy. 190, and 
near the Hwy. 190/I-49 interchange, 
the 24,000 square foot office building 

is a state of the art facility housing the Patrol 
Division, Criminal Investigative Division, 
Narcotics Division, Records, a crime lab, and 
a modern evidence storage facility as well as 
administrative offices.  
 Situated on a five acre campus, there is 
room for future development and plans are in 
place for also bringing the Training Division 
to this location in the future.  Sheriff Bobby 
Guidroz indicated that his ultimate goal is to 
consolidate all major functions of the Sheriff’s Office, with the 
exception of the Corrections Division, at this one location.  The 
new location is readily accessible from all points in the parish 

and provides all services to the citizens of St. 
Landry Parish in a one-stop format.
 Construction of the new office 
facility took approximately one year and 
was funded using existing revenue streams 
without incurring any debt obligations for the 
Law Enforcement District. Every effort was 
made to incorporate the latest technology 
into the construction of the new facility.  
This included both the latest innovations in 
energy conservation, emergency operations 
capabilities, storm event survivability, and 
Information Technology applications. The St. 

Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office is now poised to serve the citizens 
of the parish efficiently and effectively for many generations to 
come from this centralized location.

St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office Opens New Headquarters
by Lt. Clay Higgins, Public Information Officer, St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff Bobby J. Guidroz is shown here cutting 
the ribbon for the grand opening of the new 
St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Administrative 
Office Complex on April 28th, 2015.
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Beauregard Parish
Sheriff Ricky L. Moses

D.A.R.E. Program

East Carroll Parish
Sheriff Wydette Williams

Crime Prevention

LaSalle Parish
Sheriff Scott Franklin
Scholarship Program

Avoyelles Parish
Sheriff Doug Anderson

Community Services

East Baton Rouge Parish
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux

Nights of Remembrance

LaFourche Parish
Sheriff Craig Webre
Youth Development

Programs

Ascension Parish
Sheriff Jeff Wiley

Scholarship Program

Concordia Parish
Sheriff Kenneth Hedrick

D.A.R.E. Program

Jefferson Davis Parish
Sheriff Ivy Woods
D.A.R.E. Program

SHERIFFS’ HONORARY MEMBERS CONTRIBUTE TO PUBLIC SERVICES AT LOCAL LEVEL
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Members Program brings educational and charitable public services to local communities through the generosity  

of its Honorary Members. Here is how  membership dues are working throughout Louisiana. Thank you for your continued support.
-Sheriff Greg Champagne, Chairman-Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program

Acadia Parish
Sheriff Wayne A. Melancon

LSU-Eunice

Catahoula Parish
Sheriff James Kelly
D.A.R.E. Program

Jackson Parish
Sheriff Andy Brown

Senior Citizens’
Program

Allen Parish
Sheriff Douglas Hebert

D.A.R.E. Program

Claiborne Parish
Sheriff Ken Bailey
Athletic Program

Jefferson Parish  
Sheriff Newell Normand

Band of Excellence

Assumption Parish
Sheriff Mike Waguespack

Summer Camp

DeSoto Parish
Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle

Scholarship Program

Lafayette Parish
Sheriff Michael Neustrom

Youth Activity and  
Elderly Protection

St. Mary Parish
Sheriff Mark Hebert

Scholarship and
Senior Citizens’ Programs

St. Tammany Parish
Sheriff Jack Strain

Senior Citizens’ and
Reserve Deputies’ Programs

Tangipahoa Parish
Sheriff Daniel Edwards

D.A.R.E. Program

Tensas Parish
Sheriff Rickey Jones
D.A.R.E. Program

Terrebonne Parish
Sheriff Jerry Larpenter

D.A.R.E. Program

Union Parish
Sheriff Dusty Gates
D.A.R.E. and Triad 

Programs

Vermilion Parish
Sheriff Mike Couvillon

D.A.R.E. Program

Ouachita Parish
Sheriff Jay Russell

Youth Programs

Plaquemines Parish
Sheriff Lonnie Greco

D.A.R.E. Program

Pointe Coupee Parish
Sheriff Beauregard  
“Bud” Torres, III

D.A.R.E. Program

Rapides Parish
Sheriff William Earl Hilton

Community Services

Red River Parish
Sheriff Glen Edwards
Scholarship Program

Richland Parish
Sheriff Lee Harrell

Youth Programs

Sabine Parish
Sheriff Ronny Richardson

D.A.R.E. Program
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Cameron Parish
Sheriff Ronald Johnson

D.A.R.E. Program

Iberville Parish
Sheriff Brett Stassi

Youth Services

Orleans Parish
Sheriff Marlin Gusman

D.A.R.E. Program

Caldwell Parish
Sheriff Steven May
Explorer Scout and

Triad Programs

Iberia Parish
Sheriff Louis Ackal
D.A.R.E. Program

Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff Victor Jones, Jr.

Youth Ball and
D.A.R.E. Program

Caddo Parish
Sheriff Stephen Prator

Crime Prevention

Franklin Parish
Sheriff Kevin Cobb

Youth Programs

Madison Parish
Sheriff Larry Cox
D.A.R.E. Program

Bienville Parish
Sheriff John Ballance

D.A.R.E. Program

East Feliciana Parish
Sheriff Talmadge Bunch

D.A.R.E. Program

Lincoln Parish
Sheriff Mike Stone

Triad and D.A.R.E. Programs

Bossier Parish
Sheriff Julian Whittington

Crime Prevention

Evangeline Parish
Sheriff Eddie Soileau
D.A.R.E. Awareness

Livingston Parish
Sheriff Jason Ard

Drug Awareness and
D.A.R.E. Programs

Calcasieu Parish
Sheriff Tony Mancuso

Youth Services

Grant Parish
Sheriff Steven McCain

Youth Camp

Morehouse Parish
Sheriff Mike Tubbs

Summer Youth Camp

Vernon Parish
Sheriff Sam Craft
D.A.R.E. Program

Washington Parish
Sheriff Randy Seal
D.A.R.E. Program

Webster Parish
Sheriff Gary Sexton
4-H Shooting Sports

and Council on Aging

West Baton Rouge Parish
Sheriff Mike Cazes

D.A.R.E. and Scholarship 
Programs

West Carroll Parish
Sheriff Jerry Philley
Youth Drug Program

West Feliciana Parish
Sheriff Austin Daniel

Drug Awareness

Winn Parish
Sheriff Cranford Jordan

D.A.R.E. Program

St. Bernard Parish
Sheriff James Pohlmann

D.A.R.E. Program

St. Charles Parish
Sheriff Greg Champagne

D.A.R.E. Program

St. Helena Parish
Sheriff Nathaniel “Nat” 

Williams
Crime Prevention

St. James Parish
Sheriff Willy Martin, Jr.

Character Links

St. John the Baptist Parish
Sheriff Michael Tregre

Drug Education

St. Landry Parish
Sheriff Bobby Guidroz

D.A.R.E. Program

St. Martin Parish
Sheriff Ronny Theriot

Charitable, Educational and
Public Safety Programs

SHERIFFS’ HONORARY MEMBERS CONTRIBUTE TO PUBLIC SERVICES AT LOCAL LEVEL
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Members Program brings educational and charitable public services to local communities through the generosity  

of its Honorary Members. Here is how  membership dues are working throughout Louisiana. Thank you for your continued support.
-Sheriff Greg Champagne, Chairman-Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program
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 Sheriff Whittington and officials continued to stress the 
importance of early preparation and made sandbags available for 
free pickup at two locations in the parish.  They also coordinated 
with businesses and residents along the Red River to determine 
the impact the rising Red might have on them.  This also included 
moving livestock to higher ground, and residents and other 
ranchers stepped in to offer their land and assistance.
 “I directed our deputies go door-to-door to homes along the 
Red River and in south Bossier Parish where the backwater flooding 
could occur” said Sheriff 
Whittington.  Deputies and 
officials were recommending 
evacuation in those areas 
that anticipated seeing water 
in their homes, as well as 
areas that had compromised 
sewage systems because of 
high waters, and places that 
would lose power because 
electrical boxes were under 
water.  
 The American Red Cross 
set up an evacuation shelter 
on June 1, and officials 
conducted the first of many 
aerial surveillance flights 
along the Red River on June 
2 with the Louisiana State 
Police and other aircrews to 
best assess the flooding.
 On June 3, the crest was again raised, this time to 34.5 feet by 
June 6.  This would mean more residences and businesses would 
be impacted by taking on water.  Sheriff Whittington and officials 
had been meeting every day, and ensuring they were prepared to 
meet the new challenges and inform the residents was paramount.
 The Bossier Sheriff’s Office continued to update the media 
with timely news releases, photographs and videos to ensure 
everyone was informed.  Sheriff Whittington and the Public 
Information Office staff conducted numerous media interviews 
and timely press conferences to address the flood situation.  They 
posted all of this same information on their departmental Facebook 
page and Twitter account, which proved critical for informing 
residents not only locally, but those who lived elsewhere who were 
following the news of the flood.
 “We went from 3,000 likes on our Facebook page to more than 
7,000 in just a matter of a few weeks,” said Sheriff Whittington.  
“The flooding really emphasized the need for a robust social media 
platform, along with the relationship with our media partners, to 
inform our residents.”
 Other local and state agencies continued daily, sometimes, 
hourly, monitoring of the roadways and levees.  Public safety 
remained a focus for Sheriff Whittington as he stressed the 
importance for people to contact the Sheriff’s Office if they 
needed any assistance, especially for residents with health issues, 
the elderly or those who needed help in relocating.  

 On June 4, the Bossier Sheriff’s Office established a mobile 
command operating center with their command bus at River Bluff 
subdivision, the neighborhood with half of their 25 homes that 
took on water.  Most homes were accessible only by boat. 
 Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal met with Sheriff Whittington 
and officials June 5, the same day the NWS increased the crest 
of the Red River to 36.5 feet.  A height of this level would be the 
highest since World War II days, when the crest reached 38.30 
feet in 1945.  Gov. Jindal addressed officials and spoke about the 
team effort of Bossier leadership during an afternoon briefing to 
BOHSEP.

 BOHSEP and officials 
also coordinated with Caddo 
Parish emergency planners 
to assist with flood fighting, 
which often included 
utilizing the assistance of the 
Louisiana National Guard.  
Sheriff Whittington provided 
U.S. Senator David Vitter, 
and U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy 
a tour of the heavily flooded 
areas in Bossier Parish.
 By June 6, the Red 
River was at 35.86 feet.  A 
few parish roads were closed.  
Part of Arthur Ray Teague 
Parkway, a major north-south 
corridor, was closed.  The 
west-bound lane of I-220, 
a major east-west highway, 
was closed.

 The next day on June 7, NWS increased the crest again, this 
time to an astounding 37 feet on June 8.  Sheriff Whittington 
added a third sand bag pickup location in south Bossier.
 While some residents were struggling to keep their houses 
dry, many others found themselves with up to four feet of water 
in their homes as the level finally crested at 37.14 feet on June 9.  
Bossier officials encouraged anyone who had been impacted by 
the flooding disaster to contact BOHSEP.
 Over the next two weeks as the water levels slowly started 
to subside, residents were itching to get back into their homes.  
To assist with that, Bossier officials teamed with Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disasters (VOAD) to join forces with 
more than a dozen other agencies to open a Multi-Agency 
Resource Center for anyone impacted by the Red River flooding.  
These charities and non-profit organizations came together to 
assist Bossier Parish residents impacted by the Red River flood 
event, providing a one-stop location at the Bossier Parish Sheriff’s 
Office substation to assist residents.  They also provided tetanus 
shots free of charge.
 The Salvation Army provided meals for first responders, and 
local high schools and churches assisted by filling sand bags and 
helping in any way they could.  
 In mid-June, Sheriff Whittington closed down both mobile 
command units and placed them on standby as officials continued 
to monitor any further rain systems and potential flooding.  On 

Red River Flood Fight, continued from front cover

DeSoto Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle, and representatives from the DeSoto 
Parish Sheriff’s Office and the livestock barn, work together to rescue 
cattle in Natchitoches Parish during the Red River Flood. Front row: 
DeSoto Parish Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle, and Occhoa Eneique; Second 
Row: Ross Hunt, Chuck Garrett, and Greg Waffer; Back of Hydratrek: 
DeSoto Parish Captain Pat Jones Jrl, Jesse Magee, and Chase Cheatwood.
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June 24, two weeks after the historic crest of 37.14 feet, the 
Red River had lowered to 32.5 feet (still two feet above flood 
stage).  The water level would continue to decrease, and 
backwater flooding became less of an issue.
 By the end of June, the water had dropped enough so 
many residents and businesses could return to their homes, 
assess their flood damage and begin the process of cleaning 
up and rebuilding.
 As Sheriff Whittington maintained his role as the leader 
of the parish during the crisis, he was quick to point to the 
incredible support of so many people.  
 “The ‘Flood of 2015’ will be remembered as one that 
showcased the community spirit and determination of 
neighbors helping neighbors when the chips are down,” said 
Sheriff Whittington.  “It also was the first large-scale disaster 
operation where our team at the Bossier Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness worked together.  We 
had a job to do, and the residents of Bossier Parish were 
counting on us to get it right.  All-in-all, I couldn’t be more 
proud of our team.”

Down river, Natchitoches Parish was also impacted by the Red River’s 
floodwaters. This alligator was spotted due to rising waters on Old Bayou 
Pierre Road near Powhatan, Louisiana.

What started as an area flood forecast issued by the 
National Weather Service in May took on an identity 
of its own when the Red River in Caddo Parish reached 

historic levels.
 Emergency responders charged with collecting early 
information and data tagged the event “Flood Fight.”  In the 
weeks that followed, they realized the characterization was spot 
on. 
 “No one … and I mean no one … knew the water would 
get so high,” said Caddo Sheriff Steve Prator, who also serves 
as director of the Caddo Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness. “We were told to expect 29.5 feet and 
before it was over we were at 37.14 feet,” the river’s highest level 
in Caddo Parish in 70 years.
 First responders and residents were challenged by the daily 
crest predictions issued by the NWS, which changed seven times 
between May 24 and June 9. Over 60 Caddo Parish homes along 
the river and nearby tributaries were directly impacted by the 
rising water. Many residents worked around the clock to keep the 
water at bay. About half of their homes received major damage. 
Another 14 were completely destroyed. 
 Prator, who lived on the river, lost his own home to the flood. 
“It was devastating,”  he said. “I would attend meetings about the 
flood during the day then go home and try to save what I could.”   
 The Caddo Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness had been monitoring flood conditions in Texas 
and Oklahoma since March. In mid-May, when the NWS 
forecasted the river’s crest to be at major flood stage, a Unified 
Command Group was formed in Caddo Parish that included law 
enforcement, fire, city and parish government, public utilities, 
and service providers. Weekly briefings gave way to a 24-hour 

Emergency Operations Center on June 4 as changes were 
occurring on an “almost daily basis,” said COHSEP Deputy 
Director Robert Jump.
 From within the EOC, priorities included emergency 
response, information management, and resource management. 
“We couldn’t stop the water from coming,” Prator said, “but we 
did our very best to make sure our citizens were informed and had 
access to services that could help protect their families and their 
property.”
 Several 24-hour sandbag stations were opened, and inmates 
from Caddo Correctional Center were used to make sure supply 
kept up with demand. Inmates also assisted with stacking 
sandbags in residential areas and around public facilities.  
 COHSEP utilized the FirstCall emergency notification 
system to send information to residents living within the affected 
area. Daily news releases from the Unified Command Group 
were issued to local news media and posted on social media 
and department websites. Prator, Shreveport Mayor Ollie Tyler, 
and Caddo Parish President Lyndon Johnson held regular news 
briefings to update residents on changing conditions.  
 Sheriff’s deputies, city police, and firefighters went door-
to-door on each shift to check the welfare of residents, provide 
information, and monitor water levels in the neighborhoods. 
There were no mandatory evacuations, but when flood levels 
reached four to five feet, most residents had already decided it 
was time to relocate. 
 Many of those who stayed were frustrated by the changing 
crest predictions and were either too tired or too pre-occupied 
with fighting the flood to monitor local weather reports.  “We 
had to let them know every day that it just wasn’t getting any 

Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office  
Responds to Red River Flood of 2015

by Cindy Chadwick, Public Information Officer, Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office

continued on next page
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better,” Prator said. “Then we would document our visit. That 
communication is why there was no loss of life.”
 Lorraine Craig’s father was one of the last hold-outs. “He’d 
just had surgery a couple weeks before,” she said. “Everything he 
owns is in his house and shed. He just didn’t want to leave.”  
 Outside their mobile home, the water was already chest deep. 
When it reached inside, it showed no signs of slowing down. At 
3 a.m., Craig finally convinced her father it was time to go, and 
they called the Caddo Sheriff’s Office for a rescue.   
 Raging flood waters also threatened Shreveport infrastructure, 
including several roads, city parks, public buildings, and the North 
Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant. The plant, which usually 
takes in three million gallons 
of wastewater per day, took 
in 60 million gallons per 
day during the flood. Three 
of six influent pumps were 
down during the event, and 
a Louisiana National Guard 
helicopter was used to 
deliver two new pumps to the 
plant, which was completely 
surrounded by water.
 In another example 
of city-parish-state 
cooperation, a quick, 
coordinated effort to build 
a retaining wall of Hesco 
Bastion Baskets prevented 
flood waters from reaching 
neighborhoods, apartment 

complexes, and roadways along Clyde Fant Parkway and Jimmie 
Davis Bridge. The LNG created the 700-foot wall in less than 24 
hours by double stacking 5-foot interlocking baskets filled with 
sand.
 Inside the EOC, parish emergency responders maintained 
a web-based log of each event and request for service, while 
providing a historical timeline of the 2015 flood.  Identifying and 
locating resources needed to fight the flood was an ongoing task, 
Prator said. 
 “Our staff at COHSEP was charged with finding everything 
from zip ties to port-a-potties to outdoor lighting. They coordinated 
National Guard resources and aerial flights with the State Police 
to survey the flooding. Everything you can think of.” he said. “It 
sounds simple, but then you have to identify, who has it? Who’s 

going to bring it there? Who’s 
going to pay for it?” 
 Local city-parish leaders, 
State and U.S. legislators, and 
the Governor of Louisiana 
all visited the Caddo Parish 
EOC to see the multi-
agency cooperation and seek 
information to help prevent 
similar catastrophic events in 
the future. 
 “You can’t predict when a 
disaster will occur, and in most 
cases, you won’t be able to 
change its course,” Prator said. 
“This flood was devastating 
for a lot of folks. But there was 
no loss of life and for that we 
are very thankful.” 

Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office, continued from page 11

Caddo Parish residents were forced from their homes on Wells Island Road 
when water from the Red River reached historic levels this past Spring.

Sheriff Mike Tregre, St. John Parish Sheriff’s Office dedicated their new K-9 Kennel to fallen K-9 Officer Deputy Jeremy Triche who was 
killed in the line of duty August 16, 2012. From left to Right: Dpy Anthony Cox, with K9 Odeke; Lt. Monty Adams, with K9 Roy; Dpy Brian 
Bertrand, with K9 Tomek;Sheriff Mike Tregre, Dpy Stephen Hefler, with K9 Jango; Dpy Kendall Harris, with K9 Duece; Dpy Russell Smith, 
with K9 Fox; Dpy Steven Dailey, with K9 Ghost.

St. John Parish Sheriff’s Office Dedicates New K-9 
Kennel to fallen K-9 Officer Deputy Jeremy Triche
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This past Spring the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office 
moved into its new state-of-the-art crime lab in Slidell.
 Prior to the move, the crime lab technicians and scientists 

operated out of a building owned by the parish government. 
The building, which was built in the 1980s and located behind 
the current jail, was originally built as a maintenance barn. The 
workspace was limited and had to be adapted to be used as a lab, 
with some areas being used for a variety of different uses.
 In August 2013 construction began on a new 23,000 square 
foot, state-of-the-art lab, which includes individual processing 
rooms to allow for efficient processing of evidence.
 The lab is equipped with four gas chromatograph mass 
spectrometers to detect the presence or absence of narcotics in 
substances; a scanning electron microscope, which checks for 
primer gunshot residue; and a Brasstrax, which is linked to a 
federal database tracking weapons using recovered bullet casings.  
The lab also includes an indoor shot distance determination range.
 Sheriff Jack Strain said he learned early in his career “if you 

want to prevent crime, you have to be able to solve them, and 
science is the future of law enforcement.”
 The building, which sits on the same property as the Sheriff’s 
Office administrative building in Slidell, is designed with the public 
in mind.  Windows in the hallways provide views into the processing 
rooms so visitors on tours can observe the technicians at work.

St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office’s new 23,000 square foot crime 
lab sits on the same property as the Sheriff’s Office Administrative 
Building in Slidell.

The Island Outpost is part of Sheriff Louis Ackal’s commitment to our most 
important natural resource, our children.  Located in the Atchafalaya Basin it 
provides a beautiful view of Iberia Parishes beautiful scenery.  The Outpost 

is a ten minute boat ride and worth every minute.   Sheriff Ackal makes this camp 
exclusively available to the Boy Scouts of America at no cost.  It is operated by one 
Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Office personnel and is well maintained.
 Facilities include: a dining hall and full kitchen, individual cabins with bunk 
beds for six people (total occupancy 48), separate facilities for men and women, 
showers with hot water, boat docks for fishing, barbeque pit for outdoor cooking, 
nature trail for hiking, and a generartor on site for lighting and electrical needs.
 Sheriff Ackal recognizes the importance of our children’s future and is excited about 
having the Boy Scouts use the Island Outpost to hone their skills and learn new ones.

Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Office  
Offers Island Outpost for Boy Scouts

by Capt. Ryan Turner, Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff Louis Ackal’s Island Outpost cabins located in the 
Atchafalaya Basin enable Boy Scouts of Iberia Parish to 
enjoy Iberia Parish’s beautiful scenery at no cost.

St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office Opens New Crime Lab
by Suzanne Carboni, Public Affairs, St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office

The St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office has created a Marine 
Patrol Division that takes care of both Upper/Lower St. 
Martin Parish waterways. Three part-time Deputies, with 

extensive experience regarding the history and layout of the 
different waterways, patrol seven days a week. 
 Within the last several years, there has been a significant 
amount of growth of camps on the waterways in St. Martin Parish. 
With that growth, came issues with locating lost boaters, hunters, 
and fisherman.  Often times, a family member would contact the 
Sheriff’s Office seeking assistance regarding a family member who 
was feared lost, missing, or overdue; yet they had no information to 
provide as to where they could be located.
 Now, each camp owner can register their camp with the St. 
Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office and a picture is taken along with 

the GPS coordinates. This information 
is kept in a data base should they need 
assistance or notification regarding an 
issue involving their camp. Marine Patrol 
Deputies check on the camps and leave a 
calling card informing the residents that 
their camps are being checked.
 Additionally, several Landing zones 
have been established in the Basin so that Acadian Ambulance can 
land and transport those who may be in need of immediate medical 
care. Signs similar to street signs are visible in the basin along 
with the GPS Coordinates which can aide lost, injured, or stranded 
individuals. Having these types of tools in place cuts down 
considerably on the response time when time is of the essence.

St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office  
Creates Marine Patrol Division

by Major Ginny Higgins St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office

St. Martin Parish
Sheriff Ronny Theriot
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Sheriff Nat Williams of Saint Helena Parish is proud to 
introduce the newest addition to the sheriff’s department, 
two drug interdiction dogs. Over the years one thing had 

been missing from the Saint Helena Parish Sheriff ’s Office 
Community Policing Program, a department owned drug dog. Like 
all departments, money was an issue. A trained drug dog can cost 
$15,000 each, not counting upkeep, transportation, vet., etc. Sheriff 
Nat Williams applied for assistance in a number of places and his 
dream became a reality over a two year period. First was a $3,000 
grant from the NRA Louisiana branch, as seed money for the 
project. Next was a $9,000 grant from state sources. With $12,000 
in commitments, Sheriff Williams found a nationally recognized 
program in San Antonio, Texas called Universal K-9.
 Universal K-9 takes RESCUE dogs that are about to be 
destroyed and trains then into drug sniffing police dogs. Brad Croft 
of Universal K-9 then grants the dog to a needy police agency 
that then pays for officers training and minor vet fees. The cost 
per animal for a drug dog drops from $15,000.00 for pure-bred to 
$2,900.00 for a Rescue dog.
 For $12,000.00 in grants and local money, and with Universal 
K-9 providing the animals, Williams was able to deputize these two 
drug dogs. Sheriff Nat Williams proudly introduces “Gundy” and 
his handler, Deputy George Baker, and “Bubba” and his handler, 
Deputy Toler Smith as they patrol the streets of St. Helena Parish 
fighting crime and completing the COPS Team.

Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office hosted their third annual Peace Officer’s Memorial Ceremony during National Police Week in 
May. APSO recognized seven officers who were killed in the line of duty since May of 2014. U.S. Marshal Kevin Harrison was 
the guest speaker for the occasion.

St. Helena Parish Sheriff’s Office Adds Two Drug Dogs
by Chief Deputy Chester Pritchett, St. Helena Parish Sheriff’s Office

Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office  
Hosts Peace Officer’s Memorial Ceremony

by Allison Hudson, Public Information Officer, Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office

St. Helena Parish Sheriff Nat Williams proudly introduces “Gundy” 
and his handler, Deputy George Baker, and “Bubba” and his handler, 
Deputy Toler Smith as they patrol the streets of St. Helena Parish 
fighting crime and completing the COPS Team.

APSO Honor Guard members: Ryan Blank, Justin Brown, Brad Gomez, Mark Durgapersad, Tony Nethken, T.J. Gaughf, Donovan 
Joseph, Bill Lanoux, and Darryl Smith.
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The 39th Annual Louisiana Sheriffs’ and Wardens’ Training Conference and Exhibition was held July 19-22, 2015, in Shreveport, LA.  
The conference included a variety of training sessions in areas such as Proactive Communications, Criminal Law,  

Employment Law, Legislative, and a variety of other leadership training opportunities.

Without the support of our sponsors, this conference would not have been possible.

PLATINUM LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR ($10, 000 + CONTRIBUTION)

AT&T

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana 

Civic Source

Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement 

Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program

Motorola

GOLD LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR  ($7, 000 - $9, 999)

Acadian Ambulance

SILVER LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR  ($5,000- $6,999)

Appriss Inc. 

Capital One Bank

Correct Solutions Group 

Grace & Hebert Architects 

Harris Corporation 

The Tammariello Group / Hub International

Watch Systems

BRONZE LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR ($2,000-$4,999)

Glazer Companies

Homeland Safety Systems

Louisiana Asset Management Pool

Louisiana Highway Safety Commission

Mockler Beverage Company

Securus Technologies

ShawnTech

Southern Eagle

Union Pacific Railroad
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